


Special Guests
Anime America Anime America is a collaborative Anime-critiquing 
podcast and YouTube channel with occasional in-person vlogging. Anime 
America’s podcast was originally created by Robyn and her friend 
Brad in 2007 as a means of connecting with friends about new Anime 
characters and stories. Now across YouTube and various other social 
media platforms, Anime America entertain thousands of Anime fans 
online with their reviews and Top 10 lists. Anime America and Phantom 
Strider will present a Q&A on both Anime and Cartoons at 1:15pm in 
the Main Arena. They will also discuss tips for young viewers on getting 
started on YouTube. You can also meet her at her stall in front of the Main Arena.

Andrew Connolly Andrew Connolly appears at Nexus Con 
this year to discuss his 8 seconds of cinematic history created on the 
set of Star Wars Episode III – Revenge of the Sith. He appeared as an 
extra in this film and has been involved with a few other productions 
in Sydney in 2002 and 2003 including a Baz Luhrmann short film 
featuring Nicole Kidman. You can find Andrew in the Main Arena at 

12:15pm talking about his time on the set of Star Wars. 

Chris Heinicke Chris is a Sci-Fi novelist who began writing 
when he was in high school. His published works include The Man In 
Black, 5PM and 7PM. In 2017 he released a highly successful series 
of co-authored novels with Kate Reedwood named the Legacy Hunter 
Series. Chris Heinicke is a Coffs Harbour local with a passion for 
writing, reading, watching movies and all things geek! Chris will be 
signing books and will give a short talk in the artist alley at 2pm.

Chris Wahl Chris Wahl is a self-taught Australian award-winning 
freelance illustrator. Chris has worked for names such as Marvel, DC 
Comics, Titan Comics (Tank Girl, Dr Who, Vikings, Dishonoured, The 
Phantom), Nitro Circus, MAD Magazine and Star Wars. One of Chris’s 
artworks of Chewbacca hangs in Leonard’s bedroom on the Big Bang 
Theory! Chris will be launching his new artbook ‘The Art of Chris Wahl 

Volume 2’ and will also be giving away advance copies of ‘Rise of the 
Mythix- Golden Unicorn’, a new kids fantasy series illustrated by Chris and 

written by bestselling children’s author, Anh Do! Chris will appear as part of 
the Comics forum at 11.15am or see him in the Comics draw off at 2pm. Meet Chris at his stall 
in front of the Main Arena and purchase a copy of one of his new books!

Danielle Debs Cosplay Danielle was initially drawn into 
Cosplay in late 2012 by a love of Sci-Fi armour, and a general interest in 
creative expression. Danielle experienced a childhood filled with artistic 
expression, construction, design and creativity. She is a self-taught 
Cosplay artist, learning through trial and error and stubborn commitment. 
When she’s not building or wearing Cosplay you can find her out exploring 
the world, playing games and searching for her next project. Danielle will 
present a workshop on ‘Intro to Foam for Costumes’ at 11.15 am in E 
Block (under the Library), will sit on the Cosplay panel at 12.30pm, and be

Darren Close Darren is a comic artist best known as the creator 
and publisher of the KILLEROO comic series and has been in and around 
the comic scene for the past 20 years. Darren also created the OzComics 
website and subsequent drawing challenge on Facebook. With more 
than a dozen books and counting, Killeroo has become one of the most 
recognised and iconic Australian comic book characters. Come and 
meet Darren and check out his work at his stall in front of the Main 
Arena. Darren will also appear as part of the Comics forum at 11.15am, 
or see him in the Comics ‘draw off’ at 2pm in the Main Arena.

Dean Rankine Dean Rankine is a comic artist, writer and 
illustrator best known for his work on Simpsons, Rick and Morty and 

Futurama comics. In 2015 he received a Ledger Award acknowledging 
excellence in Australian comics and graphic novels for his comic 
creation Itty Bitty Bunnies. Dean is available to draw you in Simpson’s 
style, and for the right price will happily put your head in a jar à la 

Futurama! Visit him at his stall in front of the Main Arena. Dean will 
appear as part of the Comics forum at 11.15am, or see him in the 

Comics ‘draw off’ at 2pm.

501st Legion The 501st Legion is an all-volunteer organisation 
founded to unite and celebrate costumers with a fondness for Star Wars 
villainy. The Legion aims to promote interest in Star Wars through the 
building and wearing of quality costumes, and facilitates the use of 
these costumes for Star Wars and other pop culture-related events. The 
501st Legion is also active in bringing good to the community through 
volunteer charity work. The 501st Legion will be set up just outside the 
Main Arena and you can have photos taken with them. All donations 
received go towards the Black Dog Institute.

Phantom Strider Phantom Strider is a popular Australian 
YouTuber, who is best known for making entertaining top lists around 

cartoon characters. He has collaborated with artists such as Anime 
America and Nostalgia Critic to create top lists specialising in critique 
of Disney, Cartoon Network, Nickelodeon and other general animated 
characters, series and themes. Phantom Strider and Anime America 
will present a Q&A on both Anime and Cartoons at 1:15pm in the Main 

Arena. They will also discuss tips for young viewers on getting started 
on YouTube. You can also meet him at his stall in front of the Main Arena.

Soylent Cosplay Soylent Cosplay, also known as Jen, has been 
cosplaying for more than 8 years. She began cosplaying in 2010 and found 
a great love for the transformation into fictional characters. Jen especially 
loves SFX makeup and body-painted looks, and has been developing her 
skills for many years to try to make her looks as believable as possible. 
Jen has always been a huge pop culture fan, starting in anime and 
extending into video games and movies, so cosplaying is a great way for 
her to be both creative and to show her love of fictional media!  Soylent 
will present a makeup demonstration at 11.15am in front of the Main Arena, 
will sit on the Cosplay panel at 12.30pm and will be a judge on the Cosplay 
Competition at 2.30pm. You can also meet her at her stall in front of the Main Arena.

a judge for the Cosplay competition at 2.30pm. You can also meet her at her stall in front of the 
Main Arena.





main arena (D Block)

11:00am Children ’s Cosplay Parade

11:30am Special Guest Comics Panel
             with Chris Wahl, Darren Close and Dean Rankine
12:15pm Andrew Connolly 
 chats about his time as an extra on Star Wars set 
12:30pm Cosplay panel
 with Soylent Cosplay and Danielle Debs Cosplay
1:15 pm Youtubers 
 with Anime America and Phantom Strider 
2:00pm Comics ’Draw Off ’
2:30 pm Cosplay Parade
 resister by 12.30pm to be in the Cosplay parade

10:15am

official 
opening

near Optus
screen

Workshops
11:15am  Soylent Cosplay Makeup 
demonstration (in Foyer of Main Arena)
1:15pm Danielle Debs Cosplay
Introduction to Foam Costumes
(in E sports lounge room E13)

WearForArt PhotoBooth
Special Guests will be available to have 
photos taken with fans, 10 minutes 
following their appearance in the Main 
Arena. You are also welcome to have your 
photo taken any time in the day.

Hackerspace
10am- 2pm Hacker Badge Making

10am - 2:30pm On-site Cosplay medic

10am - 3pm Sumo Bot displays

10am - 3pm First Lego League 
Lego displays
10am - 3pm 3D Printer display

10:15am Lego Stop
Animation workshop
11:30am Lego Robotics 
Competition display
12pm Lego Stop
Animation workshop
1pm Lego Robotics Display

2pm Lego Stop
Animation workshop

Kids Zone 
(in front of food stalls and Library)

9:30am – 10am sensory opening
Welcome Fairy, Bo Peep and Jessie for a 
gentle meet and greet. 
10am - 4pm All Day Giant Games & 
Jumping Castle

10am - 10:30am games with Wonder 
Woman, Ursula, Bo Peep, Jessie 
& Batgirl Play Superhero Obstacle 
course, Superhero pass the parcel, 
Superhero limbo, What’s the time Mr 
Wolf? 
10:45am - 11am get ready for the 
parade  Meet Olaf and Elsa getting ready 
for the parade, with Minion, Olaf, Elsa, Bo 
Peep, Jessie, Batgirl and Spiderman.
11am - 11:30am Kids Costume Parade 
Photo opportunities with Minion, Olaf, 
Elsa, Bo peep, Jessie, Batgirl and 
Spiderman.
11:30am - 12:30pm Games with Olaf, 
Anna and Elsa from Frozen  Musical 
Freeze, Ice Islands and Frozen pass the 
parcel. 

12pm - 1:30pm Art Workshop with 
Jimmy Waggs  Create your own 
Superhero mini canvas. Join in anytime 
and stay as long as you like.
1pm - 3pm Fairies Art workshops 

& games  Wink Detective, Duck Duck 
Goose, Stuck in the Mud and tunnel ball. 
1:30pm - 3pm Art Workshop with 
Jimmy Waggs  Create your own 
Superhero mini canvas. Join in anytime 
and stay as long as you like.

Chill Out Zone
all day 10 - 4pm

Gaming Central
(A Block Level 1)

1. Computer Caper ’s Minecraft 

(Room A1 9.11)
60 computers available at each session 
to play Pixelmon for Minecraft. Come and 
register.

10:30am - 11:15am Session 1 

11:15am - 12pm Session 2 

12pm - 12:45pm Session 3

12:45pm - 1:30pm Session 4

1:30pm - 2:15pm Session 5

2:15pm - 3pm Session 6

3pm - 3:45pm Session 7

2. TAFE - Creative & Design Ideation  
(Room A1)

10am - 2pm Photography
Course information.
10am - 3pm screen & Media 
information 
Including editing of film being made live at 
Nexus Con.
10am - 4pm Virtual Reality 
Course information.
10:30am - 12pm digital media
Demonstrations.
10:30am - 2:30pm Concept Art 
Photogrammetry and 3D modelling. 
11:30 -1:30pm Fashion Design
Course  Information

3. Gathering of Worlds & Spoiler 
Alert : Tabletop Gaming, Board 
Games, Role Playing (Room A1 21/23)

Gathering of Worlds 
10am-4pm All day board games 
Key Forge and Warhammer games and 
demonstrations. Sample decks available 
to play with and learn rules. 
10.15am Dungeons and Dragons 

Session 1 come sit down and get a pre-
generated character to play with.
11am Magic the Gathering 
Own deck needed. Modern format. 
11am - 2pm Yu Gi Oh Own deck needed.
12pm - 12:45pm Star Wars Legion 
Demonstration.
1pm Dungeons and Dragons 

Session 2

Spoiler Alert

10am - 4pm Board games 
Including AZUL, TSURO and Gorius 
Maximus. 
10am - 4pm Roleplaying games
Including Pathfinder, Dungeons and 
Dragons and 5E Call of Cthulhu.
10am - 4pm Miniature Games 
Including Warhammer 40k Kill Team and 
Warcry.

Zombie Experience
 (Car Park underneath I Block)

Session times 10:30 - 12pm, 
12:15pm - 1:45pm, 2pm - 3:30pm

program



E-Sports Lounge
Australian E-Sports League

Come and try E-Sports with free play all day 10am-4pm
with competitions at the following times: 
11:00am Mario Tennis Aces competition

12pm Super Smash Bros competition

12.30pm Tekken 7 Competition

1:00PM Mario Tennis Aces competition 

1:30PM Tekken 7 Competition

2:00PM Super Smash Bros competition 

2:30PM Tekken 7 Competition

Cosplay Medic
Also run by Coffs Hackerspace, the Cosplay medic will be available to fix up any cosplay 
costumes throughout the day. If you are having a cosplay emergency then head over to 
Hackerspace for medic attention.

We welcome Coffs Hacker Space to Nexus Con for the first time: Coffs 
Hacker Space is all about Community, bringing together like minded 
individuals. Giving anyone and everyone the ability to Create, Discover 
and Learn. They offer the infrastructure and collaboration opportunities 
for anyone interested in Electronics, Robotics, 3D Printing, Computer 
Programming, Woodworking, Metalworking, Arts & Crafts, Textiles & 
Design.  This will be an exciting space at Nexus with Sumo Bots interactive 
Challenge, First Lego League and First Robotics competition Displays, 
3D Printing display, Solder Rocket Hacker Badge building workshop and 
Stop motion Lego animation workshops presented by Coffs Harbour City 
Libraries.

Hackerspace (Courtyard in front of B Block) 

Kids Zone
The Kids Zone will be a hive of activity for our littlest Nexus attendees with giant games (thank you 
Wesley Mission) and a jumping castle (thank you STARTTS and RISE)! In the morning the Smiley 
Squad will keep the children happy with an assortment of games, dancing and activities, with 
all your favourite characters. The Smiley Squad will lead the children’s costume parade through 
the campus at 11am and onto the stage in the Main Arena with lots of prizes to give away. In the 
afternoon local artist Jimmy Waggs will run art workshops for children, creating your own unique 
artwork on a small canvas with Posca pens. The Smiley Squad will also be around with more 
games and fun activities during the afternoon with fruit and water available donated by Fresco.

Optus has kindly sponsored us by bringing their amazing transportable 
film screen to Nexus Con. Throughout the day on the Optus big screen 
movies, youtube and all things pop culture. There will also be a screening 
of a short film of Nexus Con, being shot on the day by TAFE students (you 
might see yourself!). A great place to hang out, grab a coffee and soak 
up the ambience. 

Optus Film Screen  (in front of A Block)

activities

Minecraft Level 1, Room 9.11
Computer Capers will be hosting an all-day Minecraft Zone with 60 computers available at each 
session to play Pixelmon for Minecraft, a modification for Minecraft inspired by an Anime series 
‘Pokemon’. It’s a multiplayer supported mod that adds 200+ alive Pokemon inside your Minecraft 
world. Every Pixelmon has its own attributes, habits, damage, armour, aggression, and training. 
The fun part is they can be captured inside the 3D Pokeballs after a battle.

Check out all the ways you can fill your day at Nexus Con!

Gaming Central  (A Block, Level 1)

Table Top Gaming Level 1, Rooms 21.23
Come and visit Gathering of Worlds and Spoiler Alert to learn trading card games, board games, 
and table top gaming. There will be Role Playing games including Dungeons and Dragons, 
Pathfinder, 5E Call of Cthulu. Also running Key Forge and Warhammer, Card Games including Yu 
Gi Oh and Magic the Gathering, and Board Games including AZUL, TSURO and Gorius Maximus. 
Spoiler Alert and Gathering of Worlds will also have their stalls set up in this space, to browse 
through and find that perfect thing to take home!

TAFE tech & creative zone Level 1 room
Also in Gaming Central TAFE will be holding demonstrations in VR (Virtual Reality) with course 
information and demonstrations in Photography, Fashion Design, Digital Media, Concept Art 
Photogrammetry and 3D modelling, Screen and Media studies with a film being shot and edited 
live at Nexus Con. 



Nexus Chase
Do you have what it takes to be named one of the Elite 4 here at Nexus Con? Complete the 
Nexus Chase by visiting 8 key locations, collecting a stamp at each and then enter the draw for 
your chance to win a prize. Visit the information booth to collect your entry card to find out more. 

Chill Out Zone
Need a break from all the fun? Come and hang out in the Chill Out Zone. Presented by the NDIS 
Local Area Coordinators from Mid Coast Communities, there will be sensory activities, comfy 
chairs, a place to charge your phone and a whole lot of calm.

Zombie Experience
Can you beat the zombies and make it out alive? Wesley Mission, Big Banana and SCU are all 
supporters of the Zombie experience this year. When you arrive one of the volunteers will brief 
you on your mission. There will be special effects and Nerf guns supplied by Big Banana with 
an SCU photo booth for those that defeat the Zombies. An absolute favourite with Nexus Con 
faithful. This activity is suitable for ages 7+. 

Cosplay Competition
The Cosplay competition is a highlight at Nexus Con and will take place in the Main Arena at 
2.30pm with a panel of judges including our special guest Cosplayers. Cosplay registrations are 
open from 10.30-12.30pm. Cosplayers please note conditions around any dangerous costume 
items or weapons on the website and available at the 
Cosplay registration desk

Artist Alley &
Market stalls
Come and support our local and travelling artists 
displaying and selling their creative wares in the Artist 
Alley. Support the businesses selling other treasures 
and collectables. Browse the stalls and find that perfect 
something to remember this year’s event. And don’t forget 
a tasty meal or treat at our food stalls or the Cafeteria.  

Merchandise is available to purchase at the 
Information Stall with original design by
Keith Stanley @blankcanvasdesigns

We are excited to welcome the Australian E-Sports League from Sydney 
to Nexus Con 2019. This has been made possible through a generous 
sponsorship from C.ex Group (A big Thank you to C.ex Group). The 
Australian E-Sports League runs national gaming tournaments across 
multiple genres each year. At Nexus this year they will be facilitating the 
following games: Tekken 7, Super Smash Bros, Ultimate and Mario Tennis 
Aces. They will be in the E-Sports Lounge under the Library on the ground 
floor (enter through Artist Alley or enter from the gathering space). There 
will be a chance to try out the games and participate in competitions.

E-Sports Lounge  (Ground floor under the Library)



proudly supported by:
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Program design by Suzanne van Gestel  www.suzannevangestel.carbonmade.com


